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PaccmatpuBas poman B. I'. ABceenko «3moii Ayx», aBTOp CTaTbU AENAeT HOMbITKY NOKa3aTh, YTO B
HEM IHCaTeNb CMOT BOCCO3/1aTh IIUPOKYIO KapTUHY pycckoil ku3Hu 1880-x rr. XIX B., TOHKO neperieras
JUYHBIE ¥ 00LIECTBEHHBIE MHTEPECHI, BOTJIOTUTH TOT «0ECKOHEYHBIH TaOUPUHT CHETIICHUH, KOTOPBIN SBIISI-
€TCsl CMBICIIOBO OCHOBOW IO-HACTOSIIEMY PEATHCTUYECKOro poMaHa. «3J10i TyX», HECMOTpPsI Ha HE3HAuU-
TENbHOE BHUMAHHUE K M300paKeHHUIO HapoJa, HeNlb3sl Ha3BaTh aHTHHAPOAHBIM. [IpucyTcTBHE TrepoeB U3 Ha-
polla, MUPOBO33pEHHE TJIaBHOTO MEPCOHAXXKa, HAJUYMEe B pOMaHE paccykaeHui o mecte Poccum, ee ponu,
MO3HILIMU MEXKAY «3araJioM» M «BOCTOKOMY IMO3BOJISIFOT MUCATENI0 CO3AaTh €MKYIO U CBOCOOPa3HYIO 3apH-
COBKY PYCCKOM HAllMOHAJIBHOH >KU3HU.

[lo MHEHMIO aBTOpa cTaTbi, ABCEEHKO, BO MHOT'OM OPHUEHTHPOBAHHBIM HA PYCCKUX MHUcCATENEH mep-
Boro psija, ocodenno JI. H. Toncroro, B «31moM qyxe» MOAHUMAETCs] HA HECKOJIBKO HHOH YPOBEHb MacTepCT-
Ba (10 CPAaBHEHUIO C PAaHHUM IIEPUOIOM TBOPHYECTBA), OCBAMBAET CTPEMJICHUE K IIEJIOCTHOMY, SIMUYECKOMY
M300paKECHUIO KU3HU.

Poman «3n0# gyx» oTpaskaeT 0OIIYI0 TeHJCHIINIO K PACIIMPEHUIO paMOK KaHpa poMaHa, CyIIeCTBO-
BaBIIIYIO B PYyCCKOM JuTeparype BTopoi mosoBuHb XIX B. PoMan ABCEEHKO HENIb3Sl CUUTATh AITUYECKUM B
MOJTHOM Mepe, HO OH COAEPXKUT Pl crequ(HUUecKHX OCOOCHHOCTEH, XapaKTepHBIX Ul 3TOH >KaHPOBOH
(hopMmBI.
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XYZ0XKECTBEHHBIH MHUP; KOHQIIUKT; CHCTEMA T€POEB.
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The article considers Vasily Avseenko’s novel “The Evil Spirit”. It is noted that in the novel the
writer managed to paint a comprehensive picture of life in Russia in the 1880s, interweave personal and pub-
lic interests, present the “endless labyrinth of linkages”, which is a basis of a true realistic novel. One should
not call “The Evil Spirit” antipopular despite insignificant attention given to depicting the people. Characters
from the thick of the people, the main character's position, reflections on Russia’s place, role and position
between the “West” and the “East” allowed Avseenko to create a pithy and peculiar sketch of Russian na-
tional life.

In our opinion, in “The Evil Spirit” Avseenko, who in many ways takes his cue from the first-
magnitude Russian writers, especially from Leo Tolstoy, moves on to a new level of skill (in comparison
with the early period of his creative work) creating epic, holistic life depiction.

“The Evil Spirit” is an illustration of the general tendency towards broadening the bounds of the
novel genre which used to exist in Russian literature of the second half of the XIX™ century. One should not



consider the novel by Avseenko to be epic in the real sense of the word, but it contains a number of pecu-
liarities typical of this genre form.
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